FR. TOM
BURKE'S
HURLING CLUB



In 1958 a group of disgruntled hurlers who played with the Galway Hurling Club called a
meeting in Hibernian Hall, Roxbury. These disgruntled fellows were Matty Duggan, his brother
Walter Duggan, Mike Fahey, Jimmy Elwood, John King, Paddy Grealish and his brother-in-law
Mike Grealish, Michael Collins, his brother Bartley (our current President), Tom Lane and Larry
Bohan. The meeting lasted a few hours. It was all about brezizing away from the Galway HC and
forming a new hurling club in Boston. At that time there werz many good hurlers left on the
sidelines with no chance to play. These “disgruntled few” thought it would be good for the Gaelic
games, particularly hurling, if another team was formed.

A week passed while these men thought about a name for this new hurling club that they were
going to form. Finally, they came upon the name of Fr. Tom Burke. This was the name of a very
famous team in the Claddagh (a part of Galway City) which had won many championships over
the years with star hurlers like Colie and Bartley Finnerty, who eventually came to Boston and
played with the Toms, plus Fr. Tom Burke was a great Irish orator. Other names were mentioned
but they kept coming back to Fr. Tom Burke and that it was — a new hurling club was formed in
Boston and The Claddagh song became their chant.

Several more meetings were held to sign up new members and players; plans on how to raise
money to buy hurls and balls; to decide on the team colors — black and green became their colors
from the lines in the Claddagh Song — “those green and black jerseys I remember them still, here’s
a toast to you Claddagh at the foot of Fairhill”. In the next few years, men like Eddie Flaherty.
Tom Greeene, Jimmy Cook, Danny Duggan_ Frank Flaherty, Joe Connell (RIP), Tommy Lenihan,
Larry Darcy, Seamus Hynes, the Finnerty brothers, John Joe Greally, Mike Hession, Sean and
Seamus Nestor, the Audley brothers, Sean Acton and Sean Flaherty to name a few joined the club.
In the late 70s and early 80s there was an influx of young Irish to Boston. Among them was a
yvoung Moycullen man by the name of Padraic Lydon who has been a great asset to the club on and
off the field. He has held many positions in the club as well as being a GAA Board delegate.
Another voung man that has also put his heart and soul into the club is Joe Grealish via Catlegar —
who for years was the hing pin of the backline .

By the mid 80s things were begimming to change in football and hurling. It seemed the clubs were
lacking much needed talent. Not to say that those they had were not good, but in order to win a
championship and compete with the likes of Chicago and San Francisco (New York had super
players but were not included in the North American Board), they needed to recruit the county
player caliber”. So began the search for hurling talent and Fr. Toms recruited some great players in
the names of Mickey Coan (Galway), Connolly Brothers (Galway), Gerry McGrath and the Carroll
Brothers (Tipperary), Aidan Staunton (Gatway) and Dick O’Hara (Kilkenny) to name a few. In the
mid to late 80s and early 90s, several other young players were added to our roster — Mickey Joe
Hynes, Jay Lyons (the only Irish American to play hurling in Boston), James O’Donohoe, Matty

Donohue, the Folan Brothers, Mike Grealy, Gerry Martyn, Pat Costello, Dermot Fox (one of the
best goalies in Boston) and the Brennan Brothers.

In 1996 a junior hurling team was formed under the leadership of Tom Morrissey, Pat Costello,
Dermot Fox and James O’Donohoe. They won the New England Junior Championship and went
on to the finals in San Francisco. Although they did not win, they fielded a great team.

This club is a close knit group who celebrate losing as heartily as they celebrate winning. There
were many hard fought games played on many fields over the years (as noted below). The club
traveled to Hartford, Springfield and Montreal for charity and challenge games.

Over the years, Fr. Toms and the Boston GAA played in many fields. Just to jog your memory, I
will mention a few: Brighton Field, Russell Field North Cambridge, Columban Fathers in Milton,
Tech Field in Brookline where Fr. Toms played for many Cardinal Cushing Field Days, Manning





















