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The League continued its growth into 1999, as the underage programs began using
the facilities of the Irish Cultural Centre in Canton to train. Many of the younger teams

were split between sessions in Canton and West Roxbury, but that simply made it all the
more exciting when the teams came together for competition. In the early summer, the
Under-18 team played a New York side in New Haven, CT, and the Under-14, -12, -10,
| -8, and -6 teams enjoyed competition in Boston, New York and Philadelphia with sides

from Philadelphia, Buffalo, and New York. The Under-18 team, in a rebuilding year, lost
in the final to national champion San Francisco at the NACB Playoffs, but proved that
Boston would be a contender for years to come.

This brings us into 2000, as the Youth League is flourishing with a roster of over

‘ 250 boys and girls, ranging from age 5 to age 18. The Under-18 team has been helped by

increased competition with New York teams, and seems ready to take back its title at the
NACB Playoffs in Boston. The League will be hosting teams from cities such as Buffalo,
Chicago, Philadelphia, San Francisco, and Toronto at the Playoffs in divisions from |
Under-6 to Under-18. And, as anyone can witness on a Sunday afternoon in Canton, all
of our kids seem more than ready to meet the challenge.

While competitions, victories and enrollment figures are certainly indicators of the
health of the Youth League, the greatest measure of success is in the smiles on the faces of
the children as they enjoy the great game of Irish Football. Our coaches and
administrators have not strayed for the Leagues goal of simply bringing the game to as
many children as possible and allowing them to enjoy it. No numbers can equal the
happiness of a child as he plays a scrimmage on a Sunday afternoon or prepares for a trip
to Philadelphia or New York for a fun-filled weekend. The League offers thanks to its
sponsors for giving the children the opportunity to enjoy the game, and to its volunteers,
parents, and coaches for devoting time and energy to the happiness of these kids. And
most of all, we must thank the youth of Boston for making all of this possible. As long as
the children remain happy with the game, the Irish Sports Youth League will remain
strong and committed. There are no signs of the League slowing down at all; rather, it
continues to grow in experience and enjoyment for the kids. And this is a great thing for
the youth of Greater Boston and for the game of Irish Football.

Prepared by Edward OConnor, Youth League supporter
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