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T. COLUMBKILLE’S FooTrBALL CLUB

~ Established 1975 ~

In the 1970’s immigration from Ireland to the U.S. was very high. Unemployment in Ireland was one
the main reasons and work was quite plentiful in the U.S. Many young men and women left Ireland just
make a better life for themselves. So too they brought their culture, their Irishness, their music their ganr
and their pastimes. A lot of Irish settled in the Brighton area of Boston. At that time there were some Iri
football and Hurling clubs in the Brighton area but there just was not enough games for everybody. As th
gathered just to meet others in Irish bars and at other Irish events the longing to play football and hurli
grew more and more. There existed at the time a football club called Erin’s Hope but they failed to ke
going and disbanded around 1974. Some of their former players along with other young Irish men |
talking with an interest to forming a new football club as joining an existing would not have helped
getting a game of football for everyone. Most of these young Irishmen were living in the Brighton area a
after talking about this for some sime they decided to forma football club. Their first meeting was held |
the Cozy Bar in Brighton Center. As it was the parish of St. Columbkille, the parish name was adopted
the name of the club. So in 1975 St. Columbkille’s was founded. |

There existed a St. Columbkille’s football club in the 1940’s to 1960’s era but had disbanded. T
present and past clubs had no direct connection except in name and the purpose of playing Gaelic foott
when the present club was founded it went into playing football at the junior level. Success did not co
for quite a while but the club had contested the 1978 and 1979 Junior finals. In 1980 the breakthrou
finally came and St. Columbkille’s was crowned New England Junior Football Champions. A rep
performance in 1981 saw the club win the junior title again and also go on to the North American fi
where they were edged out by the Detroit Wolfetones by the narrowest of margins after extra time. T
defeat left a very sour taste in the mouths of some as refereeing and timekeeping saw the club robbed of
title they so much deserved on that day.

In 1983 St. Columbkille’s went into the senior ranks. They found football at this to be much tougt
and it took until 1986 to gain their first senior wophy. It is said today that the team of 1986 was the best
club ever had. In that season the club won every trophy that was to be won in New England. First sen
trophy was the Curran Cup in which the club defeated the Connemara Gaels in the final. Then the Gr
Cup for the senior championship in which they defeated a great Cork team. Both New England final:
that year for the first time went on to compete in the North American finals in Philadelphia. Cork won
N.A.B. title that year and then returned to compete in the Finn Cup Final to establish who were the 1
champions of New England. St. Columbkille’s prevailed and so became the Tri-Cup Champions of N
England winning the Curran, Green and Finn Cups in one season. The club also won their annual cup ga
in the Catskills against Leitrim of New York and also won the Shamrock Games in Worcester.

The club at this stage was enjoying some of its best times and membership started to grow. Fun tir
were great with outings to the Catskill Mountains in New York every year. Refreshing boat cruises
Boston Harbor, softball games between and junior and senior teams and night life at the V.EW. Post 2(
in Oak Square (now closed) had moral very high, both junior and senior teams were of the highest stand:
But success was hard to come by. Football standards in New England were very high. In 1990
Columbkille’s was very strong and went on to contest the New England Final. Shannon Blues was
victor that day but St. Columbkille’s went on to win the Curran Cup. That success laid the base for a gi















